
 

REDWOOD EMPIRE QUILTERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

P residents P iece   

As I write this month s President s let ter, Thanksgiv-
ing is nine days away.  As you read the newslet ter it 
will have just passed, and Christmas will be approach-
ing way too fast!  I don t know about you, but I am 
frant ically planning my t ime around get t ing presents 
completed, shopping done, part ies planned, Holiday 
guest arrangements made, Challenge quilt completed, 
etc, etc.  Whew!!!    

Amidst all of the hurry and scurry it is easy to forget 
to take the t ime to reflect on the reasons for these 
Holidays.  There is so much to be thankful for.  I 
won t bore you with the big list .  But here is my 
quilter s list :  I m grateful to my sister who told me 
about a class called My First Quilt given by Sandy 
Globus which I took about five years ago.  From that 
came my Granddaughter s baby quilt .  I m grateful to 
Pat for suggest ing we go to an REQG meeting where 
it all started for us.  I m grateful for all the wonderful 
quilt and fabric stores in our remote area.  I m    
grateful for a husband who encourages me to explore 
this passion to the fullest - including, stopping at 
every quilt store we happen to pass when we are   
t raveling out of the area.  I m grateful for all the new 
and endearing friendships that have grown from my 
association with REQG.  

Finally, Pat and I would like to say, from the bot tom 
of our grateful hearts:  Thank you for all your support 
and pat ience; and we would like to wish you all  
peaceful and fulfilling Holidays.  

Co-Presidents Maggie Stimson and Pat Reeves   

Holiday Celebration   

On Dec.7, 2006, the guild will be having its an-
nual holiday pot-luck.  Each member is requested 
to bring a dish:  A-L salad or dessert , M-Z hot 
dish.  Members may decorate their table as they 
please.  Hopefully, as plans are made, groups will 
ant icipate providing a place for new members 
who may not yet have quilt ing friends with 
whom to eat .  Be sure to include your place      
settings (plates, utensils, napkins, etc.).   

The guild board has hopes that all members 
would like to have our celebrat ion of the holidays 
to be one of giving to those in our community 
who are in need.  Therefore, rather than planning 
a party with emphasis on members receiving 
gifts, we would like to propose that each member 
bring a gift which the guild can then pass on to 
those organizat ions which are designed to aid 
others.  Gifts may be for children, adults, and/ or 
items needed by animal rescue programs.  This 
type of holiday sharing seems more in keeping 
with the goal of serving the community, which is 
one of the object ives of our guild.  I t also 
makes one just feel good to share with others; so 
we hope you will all generously part icipate in this 
part of our holiday celebration.  

Kathi Branum 



  

Reminder  

There is No Board  
Meeting in December 

Old Sheets Needed  
for the Quilt Show   

During this holiday season, if you should receive 
new sheets for Christmas, please consider giving 
your old ones to the guild.  We need them to 
t ransport quilts for the show and also to lay out 
the quilts for hanging.   

Also, if by chance you decide to clean out your 
cupboards ( instead of sewing ), we will take any 
color or size sheet except fitted ones.  

Bring them to the meetings, and we will collect 
them from you.  

Thank you, Susie Freese 

Quilting for Dialysis Patients  

J oin us Saturday, J anuary 6, 2007, for the 5th 
Annual Dialysis Quilts Sew-In. We always set 
aside the first Saturday in J anuary to make 
quilts for local Dialysis pat ients.   Bring your ma-
chine and sewing  
Supplies, and come for a few hours or all day. I t 
is always fun and amazing to see what we can  
accomplish in just a day.  

Date:    Sat. Jan. 6, 2007  

When:  10 am-4 pm  

Where:  Scottie Dog Quilts     
301 W. Harris St. Eureka  

RSVP to insure table space:  444-9662 

Challenge Quilt Due Date  
and Delivery  

A reminder that Challenge quilts must be       
completed and delivered to Cheryl Pekar or J ean 
Avant no later than Thursday, December 28.    

If it is more convenient for you to deliver your 
quilt to one of our local quilt shops, Scott ie Dog, 
Ocean Waves, and Fortuna Fabric have           
graciously agreed to be collection points.  

Also, a reminder to be sure that your quilt is    
permanently labeled with a minimum of your 
name.  We want you to get full credit for your 
work of art!  

If you have any quest ions regarding the         
Challenge, the guidelines are on the web site or 
you may contact one of us.    

Jean Avant - 
Cheryl Pekar -   

Quilt Mentors  
Quilters! Need help with the Block of the month? 
Have a great idea for the new technique you want to 
use in your Challenge Quilt but unsure of how to    
proceed? Following is a list of guild members who 
have volunteered to help fellow members get out of a 
jam!    

Do not hesitate to call on any of them for help; but 
please be courteous and call only between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 9 p.m.      

Tahme Clark -          
Terry Cooke -      
Judy DeGraff -      
Janet Fesler -      
Nola Flynn -      
Susie Freese -      
Brenda Glyn-Williams-    
Cathy Hamilton -     
Donna Hauser -      
Carolyn Hess -           
Molly Folkins Nichols-    
Helen Saunders -     
Joyce Scott-     



 

Happy Birthday 
December   

  01 Dolores "Del" Estrada  

08 Laura Meglemre  

11 Judy DeGraff  

22 Carol Bowden  

23 Jeanne Cissna  

25 Denise Merrill  

27 Arlene Ghera  

30 Diane May 

National Speaker Set for March   

Our nat ional speaker, Cheryl Malkowski, who 
was scheduled to give a presentat ion and two 
workshops the first week of April, has kindly  
consented to come in March.  When she learned 
that we were concerned that workshops in April 
would conflict with guild members plans for 
Good Friday and Saturday preparat ions for 
Easter, she willingly changed her schedule.   

Cheryl has writ ten one book ent it led Easy       
Chenille A pplique and will have second book on 
"making block quilts" out in May 2007.  One of 
her workshops will focus on a project emphasized 
in her new book.  It is a three piece block that can 
be made into several very dist inct ly                  
different pat terns for baby, lap, or bed 
quilts.  Browse on Cheryl's website at 
www.cherylmalkowski.com

 

to see some of her 
workshop options.   

So contact your friends and make plans to at tend 
Cheryl's t runk show  at the monthly meeting on 
March 1 and the workshops on Friday, March 2, 
and Saturday, March 3.    Remember the guild 
selects speakers to expand opportunit ies for  
members to see and work with nat ional figures in 
quilting.   Clear your calendars and be ready to 
sign-up for guild-sponsored workshops at the 
January 2007 meeting.   

Nancy 

SURPRISE RUSH FOR  
OPPORTUNITY QUILT TICKETS  

The completed Opportunity Quilt was displayed 
at our November meeting.  It is truly a wonderful 
quilt that will have universal appeal. The Stars 
of Civility quilt is queen-size made from Civil 
War reproduction fabrics. J anet Fesler and 
J eanne Cissna in 1860 s era costumes presented 
the quilt and information.  The committee was 
surprised and delighted that ninety-two members 
picked up their tickets at the meeting!    

The sale of raffle t ickets for our Opportunity 
Quilt is our guild s major fundraiser.  The raffle 
will be conducted at our quilt show on J uly 22, 
2007 at Redwood Acres.  The proceeds from our 
raffle t icket sales go into our general fund that 
pays for speaker expenses, rent , newslet ter costs, 
and all other obligations.   

In 2005 we had 228 members.  Each member was 
issued twelve t ickets (or $10 worth). Our raffle 
ticket sales produced approximately $5500.  After 
expenses were withdrawn, the net income was 
approximately $4243.  Of the $5500, $3880 was 
raised by members t icket sales. The committee 
raised $1650 selling t ickets at various community 
events and the quilt show.    

This year presents a new challenge. Because we 
have only 160 members, if each member was re-
sponsible for only $10 (2 books) worth of t ickets, 
we could not make our goal of raising $5000 in 
ticket sales.  Therefore, we are issuing $20 (4 
books) of t ickets to each member.  If each mem-
ber sold only her/his four t icket books, members 
would raise $3200.  The Raffle Committee will be 
working to sell $2000 worth of t ickets at commu-
nity events such as The Logging Fest ival, Holi-
day Open Houses, The Trinidad Fish Fest ival, 
and others.  If we all do our part, we can meet our 
goal.  Some members have circumstances in their 
lives that make it difficult to sell $20 worth of 
t ickets.  We understand.  No one will badger you.  
J ust do your best .  We will be offering help and 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.cherylmalkowski.com


 
Library News  

The following books are due in December:   

Lo Ren Justice 
East Quilts West 
Patchwork and Quilting   

Joyce Dollar 
It's Raining Cats and Dogs 
Machine Pieced Cathedral Windows   

Jennifer Kaufholz 
Refrigerator Art Quilts   

Melody Williams 
Quilting Your Memories 
Memory Quilts In The Making   

Pam Rex 
Blossoms In Winter   

Robin Edwards 
Quilting Up A Storm 
Scrap Savers Christmas   

Barbara Clark 
Machine Quilting Made Easy 
Magical Hexagons   

Pam Smith 
Paper Pieced Stained Glass Garden Stars    

The following books are overdue and must be 
turned in with a dollar fine per book.   

Stephanie Schultz 
Elegant Stitches 
Still Stripping After 25 Years  

Susie Freese 

ideas at future meetings.  Maybe you could give 
some t ickets as holiday gifts to friends and fam-
ily.  

Tickets will be available at every meeting.  If you 
have not already picked up your tickets, you may 
do so at any meeting.  After the J anuary meeting 
we will mail t ickets to those who have not 
claimed theirs. Fortunately, we were over-
whelmed with ninety-two members who picked 
up their tickets at the November meeting.  Thank 
you, Thank you!! The enthusiasm was high, and 
already we have received requests for more t ick-
ets. Call if you have any special requests or need 
more tickets.  

Janet Fesler (phone 840-9447)                                         
Jeanne Cissna 
Raffle Committee 

(Continued from page 3) 

Doll Quilts Always Needed  

We can still use more doll quilts.  Salvation Army 
has over six hundred families who qualify for 
help. The Navy League Toys for Tots also has 
many qualified families.  In mid-December the 
locat ions offering gifts from which parents can 
select items for their children for Christmas will 
be open.  Most of our quilts will be a part of these 
select ions.  So more quilts can mean more gifts 
for children.  Bring them to our December meet-
ing, and we will see that they are distributed.  We 
also will give you a final report .  Thanks for your 
wonderful work.     

Carol Hansen & Janet Fesler 
Doll Quilts Committee  



  
  December Block of the Month     

Crack er

 
       

This month s block uses the wonderful 1930 s prints!    

Choose a 1930s Fat Quarter any color and a white on white background of your choice to make this fun 
block!  

From 1930 s print , cut :  (1) 5-3/8 square and cut in ½ diagonally.  
(2) 2-5/8 x 6-7/8 rectangles  

From white on white, cut:  (1) 5-3/8 square and cut in ½ diagonally.       
 (1) 2-5/8 x 6-7/8 rectangle   

Step 1:  Sew a 6-7/8 strip of the print to each side of the white 6-7/8 strip.  Press.     

Step 2:  Sew a white triangle to each side of the unit made in 
step 1.  Press.    

          Step 3:  Sew the print triangles to the opposite sides.  Press.  

If you have any quest ions, don t hesitate to give me a call, 444-9662.    

Liz Scott Adams 

Block of the Month  

Congratulat ions to J odi Rusconi on winning the 
bat ik & black blocks at the November meeting!  
The blocks were so beautiful!    

Thank you to everyone who has been part icipat-
ing, it is so fun to see all the blocks as they arrive.  
For December, we will be making a cracker block.  
I t is a fun block which can be used as a signature 
block and is nice in all sizes.  Use a white on 
white print for the background and a 1930s      
reproduction print in any color for the print .  If 
you have any quest ions about these fabrics, you 
can visit your local quilt shop or give me a call.   

Liz Scott Adams 
444-9662 

Fat Quarter Raffle  

Bring your bat ik fats to the December pot luck for your 
chance to win all the fat quarters. What a nice stocking 
stuffer you could have for yourself............see you all 
there!!!!!   
         
Joyce Dollar 

Ornament Exchange   

Please bring a Christmas Ornament in a bag to 
exchange with another guild member.  The orna-
ment can be handmade or store bought .  I will 
coordinate the exchange at the December Guild 
meeting.   

Katie Coventry 



 
Redwood Empire Quilters Guild 

Board meeting  November 6, 2006  
The board meeting was called to order @ 7:05 by President Maggie Stimson.  Officers and members pre-
sent were Maggie St imson, Pat Reeve, J ean Avant , J udy DeGraff, Cheryl Pekar, Tedd Collins, Kathi 
Branum, Susie Freese, Donna Hauser, Linda Barry and Pam Rex.  

Jean Avant moved that the minutes of the prior meeting be approved as presented.  2nd and motion car-
ried.  

President Maggie advised there was no correspondence.  She read the thank you let ter sent for the Bali 
Fabrics.  

Treasurer not present but current profit & loss report and balance sheets were reviewed.  

1st VP Kathy reported that the December meeting program will be the Christmas Party. Since this is a 
giving season and we are a giving organizat ion, she will be request ing members bring People & Pet 
items to be dispersed to the necessary shelters and/or organizations.  There will be a pot luck supper.   

2nd VP Nancy Frost not present .  Cheryl suggested that Cassadra Williams of Grants Pass be contacted 
as a possible teacher.  Catherine Zeleny also expressed an interest in doing a workshop.  The April      
nat ional teacher workshop has been moved to March due to the Easter Holiday.  We need to start      
advertising this class as soon as possible to draw a larger group.  

Parliamentarian Pam Rex needs to form committee to review the standing rules.  The following persons 
volunteered:  Pam Rex, Susie Freese and Kathi Branum.  

Standing Committees:  

Library : Susie reported that 15 books were checked out, and she is still looking for a cart.  

Membership: J udy DeGraff reported we had 87 members, 1 new member and 5 guests at the October 
meeting for a total of 93 (our best since April and September).  Membership stands at 149 members, 11 
business members, 1 associated and 1 business associated for a total of 162.  

Newslet ter: J ean discussed the bulk mailing rate versus the stamp method.  We need to have 210+ 
items each mailing to keep the bulk rate.  The bulk rate is st ill the less expensive way to mail, and we 
will continue.  I t was suggested that as an added item in the newslet ter we have a quilt ing t ip art icle.  

Publicity: not present.  President Maggie will call.   

Opportunity Quilt : Susie Freese advised they will be using the donated Bali Fabrics and probably use 
the New York Beauty pat tern.  

Web Page: Cheryl reported we had over 141 hits.  

Quilt Show: Cheryl reminded all there is a meeting November 13th @ the Adorni Center 6:30pm 
(Continued on page 8) 



 

Raffle Table  

Thank you to all for your donations and support 
of the raffle table at the November 
meeting.    

Happy Holidays, Tedd 

New Heritage Quilt Blocks  
Due Soon   

For those of you who don't know, the guild is 
planning to have a new heritage quilt made in 
t ime for the quilt show in J uly.  The new quilt 
will show different events and locat ions of    
Humboldt County.  

Many of you have signed up to make the blocks, 
and I would like to have them all by the middle 
of J anuary.  So far, I have received a block for 
the Humboldt Crabs baseball team and another 
one showing the Kinetic Sculpture Race.   

If you don't think you will be able to finish your 
blocks, please call me at 445-5844.  

Thanks, Susie Freese  

Sewing Tips  

Many of you have asked for a monthly art icle 
about quilt ing t ips. J udy De Graff and I will be 
sharing different t ips with you over the coming 
months. If you have one to share, you can email 
J udy or me, and we will include it in future      
articles.   

Thank you, Susie Freese and Judy De Graff  

Here are our first tips to share:   

Wind a whole spool of thread for bobbins before 
you start to piece.  When you begin to sew you 
won't waste time winding bobbins.   

When cleaning the bobbin area of your machine, 
put a drop of sewing machine oil on a Q-t ip, and 
use it to clean out the lint in your machine.  The 
oil acts like a magnet for dust and dirt.   

If your presser foot is in the "up" posit ion when 
you try to adjust your tension, it won't work. 
Your tension disk is only engaged when your 
presser foot is in the "down" position.    

An empty Kleenex boutique t issue box makes a 
good "trash can" for snippets of fabric and 
threads as you sew.  The box is small and         
at t ract ive, and the hole on top makes it easy to 
use.   

Use a thread color to match the appliqué piece, 
not the background.  

Community Quilts  

Thank you all for your great responses to our 
Community Quilts Projects.  I think the         
comments we receive reaffirm our commitment to 
creat ing beautiful quilts - quilts we would be 
proud to own and give.  I t doesn't take any more 
t ime to create a beaut iful quilt !  We handed out 
several kits last month and will have some more 
this month.  

Several tops have come in, and we need quilters.  
You don't have to be a professional--these can 
even be t ied.  There is an on-going need for   
backings.  Pieces 2-5 yards are best .  We can do 
some piecing.  

Thanks again, 
Liz Scott Adams & BrendaLou Scott 
Community Quilts Committee 



  
Special Committees  

Challenge Quilt:  There are 12 entry forms so far.  

Raffle Table:  Tedd advised we made $129.00 in October and thanked all for the nice items being       
donated.  

Show & Tell: Pat appreciated the help with the set up and take down of the display racks.  

Sunshine: no report  

Old Business:  

Nancy was not available for the Morris Graves family night and no one else was interested in heading 
the committee so we will not participate this year.  

Maggie is st ill checking on various venues for the non-quilt show year in which to display our             
opportunity quilt and sell tickets. Cost of booths are far too high for our needs.  

HAF  Jean has no report yet regarding the grant info to obtain a new laptop.  

HAF Donation: 2005-2006 term - after checking the previous minutes and correspondence, it was      
decided that the original grant commitment amount has been more than met and there is no set rule 
regarding an annual donation.  Several opt ions were reviewed for the 05-06 term. I t was decided it is a 
moot point as that term is over.  For the 2006-07, Judy DeGraff moved that $1,000 be sent to HAF and 
be split up $500 into the principal fund and $500 for distribut ion.   2nd and motion carried.  President 
Maggie will advise the Treasurer to issue the check.  

New Business:  

Redwood Acres sound system is not as good as expected so we will use our own system.  It can be stored 
at the Fair Grounds.  

There will be NO board meeting for December and January 07 meeting will be the Challenge quilts.  

Meeting adjourned 8:50 PM 
Linda Barry, Secretary 

(Continued from page 6) 



 


