
REDWOOD EMPIRE QUILTERS GUILD NEWSLETTER 

P residents P iece 
I m looking at this blank paper, thinking that what I 
want to share with you won t seem REQG related; 
but if you bear with me, you will see the connection in 
the end.  

Last fall my cat brought in a prize for me that turned 
out to be a rather healthy, wriggling field mouse.  
Buster, the cat , proceeded to drop the lit t le creature 
at my feet , waited expectant ly for praise and con-
gratulat ions or at least a pat on the head and a well 
done from yours t ruly.  I let out a yelp, which Buster 
did

 

interpret as well done, and he then t rot ted off 
leaving the mouse behind.  Mouse shot off in the    
direction of the nearest, darkest corner.  Over the next 
few weeks Andy, my husband, and I had a few       
encounters with mouse (one of the encounters was 
worthy of a story of it s own, but I will spare you that 
one for now).  Finally, I detected that Mouse had 
made it to the pantry and had taken up residence  
underneath the freezer near the cat food.  I carefully 
placed the Have-a-Heart t rap, bated deliciously with 
peanut butter and sunflower seeds, next to the freezer.  
I also left a door to the outdoors open nearby.  Later 
that evening, I was relieved to see that the t rap had 
not been disturbed and there no longer seemed to be 
any signs of Mouse in the pantry.  St ill I left the 
t rap in place and the door open for several more days.  
Much to my relief, Mouse seemed to have left the 
premises of his own accord.  That was unt il I needed a 
cookbook from the top shelf of the pantry the follow-
ing week.  As I reached for the cookbook of my choice, 
I thought I saw something skit ter across the shelf out 
of the corner of my eye!  There went Mouse, skipping 
across the top of the cookbooks and then down each 
shelf, headed, I thought , for the floor and freezer.  As 
Andy rounded the corner to see what all the     
squeaking (me, not the mouse) was about , I found 
myself physically climbing up his body, laughing  

hysterically, and point ing back to the pantry!  Need-
less to say, Andy found this very

 

funny.  Once we 
both regained our composure and saw that Mouse had 
once more disappeared, Andy went upstairs to 
shower, and I decided to figure out where exact ly 
Mouse had gone.  To my surprise, Mouse had returned 
to the top shelf.  When he saw me again, he hopped 
down two shelves and disappeared into a large box of 
noodles.  (We buy our noodles in bulk at United    
Grocers.)  Here was my chance. All I needed to do was 
put something heavy on the top of the box to trap 
Mouse and then take him outside.  I grabbed a large 
wooden cut t ing board and approached the box, which 
was about head high on the pantry shelf with just 
enough room for the cut t ing board to be slid on top.  
Here s the catch - I couldn t do it .  No matter how 
hard I tried to make myself place the cutting board on 
top of the box, I could not do it!  I stood there feeling 
myself turn red in the face with the effort , but to no 
avail!  This phenomenon I have named:  Mouse in 
the    noodle box (MITNB).  

We all have fears.  You are blessed if you do not have 
a disabling fear like MITNB .  Maybe you are 
blessed if you do

 

suffer from MITNB in some form 
because it gives you a bet ter understanding of others 
with disabling phobias.  So here is the connect ion to 
REQG:  I want to give special thanks to my Co-Pres., 
Pat Reeves, for overcoming her MITNB at the last 
meet ing.  She stepped up to the microphone when we 
needed her and did a wonderful job of finishing the 
agenda.  

See you at the Wharfinger!  

P.S.  Andy came to the rescue and set Mouse free in 
the wild outdoors.  

Maggie Stimson 



 

Call for Quilts  

We are current ly collect ing quilts for the family 
that was burned out of their home in Hydesville. 
Because graduation is just around the corner, our 
quilt cupboard is bare; and Liz has her hands full 
delivering the quilts.   

If you have a top or a quilt that you can donate, 
give me a call; and I will quilt it and get it to the 
family with J udy DeGraff's help. The family has 
six children, three girls and three boys, ranging in 
ages from 16 years to 9 months.   

Thank you,  

Susie Freese  

SUMMER 

  
a great time to start! 

A PEEK INTO THE FOREST  

    
One day as the quilter walked along in the forest 
she (he) peeked around a huge tree 
and...What did the quilter see?   

Design it to be 45 wide x 35 long   

Include a tree or trees as a part of the 
design   

Include at least one pieced block 
(large or very small)  

Depict a living creature:  a bug, fish, bird, ani-
mal, r person as part of the design, or in a 
quilting motif.   

You may use appliqué, piecing, painting, and 
embellishments to construct your artwork.     

Top edge should be straight, other edges may 
be shaped, if desired.  

Write a paragraph describing your scene of 
what the quilter saw.  

Each quilt needs to be the work of the person 
who enters it including quilting.  

Be creative* and start soon.    

Stitch a label on the bottom back with mini-
mum of your name, city, and the name of the 
quilt, if any.  

Quilts will be handed in at the February meet-

ing of 08.   Questions?   Call Pat 443-2047  

stitching@suddenlink.net 

Let s start 

stitching! 

Financials 
Deleted 



 
Quilt Show 2007  

Wow!  You had us really worried with only 110 
entries before the last guild meeting, but you 
really came through.  As of this writ ing, there are 
313 entries, a new guild record!  Thanks to all of 
you who are sharing your work with us.  I have 
just finished reviewing all of the entries, and this 
is going to be a very excit ing show I can t wait 
for everyone to see it!  

Kathi Branum and Margaret Harrison both need 
your help.   Kathi is st ill looking for volunteers, 
so please see her at the June guild meeting or give 
her a call if you can help.  There are over 260  
volunteer slots to be filled, so please step up and 
help our show to be successful.  Margaret is look-
ing for volunteers to prepare food items for the 
Gala.  You can see her at the J une meeting, or 
you can give her a call.  I know that I am going 
to be too busy to make something, so I have 
started a fund that Margaret can use to buy food 
items for the gala table.  If you are in the same 
boat and wish to part icipate, please give your 
cash donation to Margaret.  

Note card and CD sales are going well.   Because 
of the different meet ing locat ion, we will not be 
selling any items at the J une meeting, so make 
sure you visit the guild table at the show if you 
are interested in purchasing note cards or a CD.  

Watch your mailboxes in early J uly for a special 
edit ion newslet ter.  This edit ion will have all 
kinds of details on the quilt show.  

I will not be at the J une meeting, but Susie 
Freese will be there to answer any quest ions that 
you might have.   See you at the quilt show!  

Cheryl Pekar 

New Officers Nominated!  

At the May meeting four people came forward 
and volunteered to take Board posit ions for  
2007-2009.  The slate of officers is as follows:  

1st Vice President:  Lorna Mathews-J ensen and    
Sherrill Adams, co-vp.s  

Secretary:   Judy DeGraff  

Parliamentarian:  Judy Gallamore  

We will vote on the slate of officers at the J une 
meeting.  Thanks to the nominat ing committee 
members:  Laura Meglemre, Gail Hamilton, and 
Lorna Mathews-J ensen for all their hard work 
and especially to the folks who volunteered to 
take the Board posit ions.  We couldn t do it with 
out you!  

Thanks!!  

Pam Rex, Parliamentarian 

June Potluck  

Well another year is closing, and it 's t ime for our 
J une potluck. This year we will be decorat ing our 
own tables, so please remember to bring one extra 
place set t ing for a new member or in case anyone 
forgets.  The tables will be round and seat 8. 
Members with last names A - M please bring a 
hot dish or salad; and N - Z you get to bring    
dessert, yum - yum.    

See you at the Wharfinger Building on Thursday, 
June 7th, a 6:00 pm, and prepare for a feast.  

Kathi 



 
Upcoming Events 

June 2007 and forward 
By Edith Harmer  

J une 2-3 (10-5 & 10-4) Moonlight Quilters of Sonoma County present Wine Country Quilts Adm. 
$7.00, at Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Bldg, 1351 Maple Ave. across from fairgrounds. Over 500 
quilts on display, handcrafted items and quilts for sale. More info: 707-528-1671 or email 
rathbun@sonic.net or website www.mqsc.org

   

J uly 13 -15 (9-5, 10-3 on 15th) Independence Hall Quilters presents Mountain Heirloom Quilt Faire 
XXX at Ironstone Vineyards 1894 Six Mile Rd, Murphys, CA (east of Stockton) $7.00, more info 
www.ironstonevineyard.com

  

June 30-July 1 California Pioneer's Textiles and Quilts Treasures from a Trunk.  Info: 916-653-3476  

J uly 17-Sept 23 San J ose Museum of Quilts & Textiles presents three exhibits exploring themes of war 
and patriot ism. W eavings of W ar: Fabrics of M emory; W oven W itness: A fghan W ar Rugs; and Patriot 
Art. Adm $6.50, $5 students & seniors.520 South First St . San J ose. Info: 408-971-0323 or 
www.sjquiltmuseum.org

  

August 17-19  PCM Expo

 

Sew, Quilt & Embroidery Fest ival 4590 S. Virginia St . Reno, NV,              
info: 775-827-7621  

Aug 18-19 (9-5 & 9-4) Lighthouse Quilt Guild presents 7th annual quilt show, Del Norte Co.              
Fairgrounds, Crescent City. Adm $3.00 Info: 707-464-4524 or www.lighthousequiltguild.org

  

Aug 25 4th Annual Mission San Jose Outdoor Quilt Show- Mission Blvd. Historic Mission San Jose.  

Linda Ballard is planning some fall 2007 retreats at Mt. Shasta, CA and Ashland, OR.  Check her     
website for more info. www.letsquilt.com

  

Interested in entering a quilt at Pacific Internat ional Quilt Fest ival? Applicat ions are being accepted 
for New Quilts of Northern California , to be held October 11-14 at Santa Clara Convention Center. 
Entry forms available from Mancuso Show Management, P.O. Box 667, New Hope, PA 18938.  Entries 
due Aug 20, more info: Sue Broenkow 250-285-2433 or sbroenkow@netpipe.com

 

or email J udy     
Mathieson at Judy4quilt@aol.com 

http://www.mqsc.org
http://www.ironstonevineyard.com
http://www.sjquiltmuseum.org
http://www.lighthousequiltguild.org
http://www.letsquilt.com


 
RAFFLE TABLE   

Another year is almost over. Summer projects are 
start ing to filter into my head and then I          
remember. QUILT SHOW.  Got to get that  
binding done and a sleeve on and a label.  

Am I the only one??? I entered two quilts.  What 
was I thinking, and why aren't they done?  I 
could say that I spent so much t ime with the   
raffle table that I didn't have t ime; but that 
would be a lie, and quilters never lie!!  (I 'm back, 
had to dodge a lightning bolt) Well maybe a lit t le 
lie.  I 'd like to take all the credit for the great  
success of the table this year, but your generosity 
of donations and buying of the t ickets has made 
this another banner year.    

We made $960.00 and only spent $13.00!!! Not 
too bad!!  The J une meeting is a "try to get a 
taste of everything and st ill not look like a pig" 
meeting, so we will not have the table.  I know we 
are all going to have a good t ime and buy lots of 
great things at the Quilt Show, but remember me 
for September when the table will be back. In 
making room for new stuff in your sewing room, 
the things that you don't need anymore are just 
what someone else can't live without .  Thanks 
again for all your support and friendship.  

TEDD 

 
D on t Forget D oll Quilts  

Most of us are busy get t ing things ready for the 
quilt show and busy with spring act ivit ies.  Come 
J uly when we each breathe a sigh of relief that 
everything is done, don t for get to make at least 
two doll quilts for our Christmas/Holiday project .  
We need a minimum of 300 doll quilts by the first 
week in December.    

Qualified needy families through the Salvat ion 
Army and Toys for Tots love our wonderful doll 
quilts.  They are offered to each family who     
selects a doll or stuffed toy for their child.  We 
hope that our lit t le quilts will encourage children 
to pract ice nurturing as they cuddle and wrap 
their new gift .  Quilts can be any size between 
14 x 14 to 28 x 28 .  Most of us make doll 
quilts from discarded blocks, scraps, st rips, etc.  
They can be made easily enclosing them envelope 
style rather than binding if you like.  Also, some 
of us use flannel instead of bat t ing.  Maybe your 
kids, grandkids, or neighbor youngsters would 
like to help. Doll quilts make an easy, fun pro-
ject.    

See you at the September meeting when we      
display all the beautiful doll quilts that will be 
turned in at that meeting.  Thanks.  

Carol Hanson & Janet Fesler,  
Doll Quilt Committee   



 
Account for Your Opportunity 

Quilt Tickets   

J une 7th will be the last guild meeting before our 
quilt show on J uly 21-22.  Members are urged to 
turn in their Opportunity Quilt Raffle t icket 
stubs and money at the J une meeting.  Each 
guild member was given four t icket books to sell 
($20-24 worth).  Many members have already 
sold and accounted for their t ickets.  Many   
members have also taken addit ional t ickets; and 
several members have sold over fifty t ickets.  
Thanks so much for your efforts and success.  
Considering that we have fewer members than in 
2005, we are doing well but need your continued 
efforts.     

2005                                                       _____   2007 

 

$5500 gross                                               $3400 
(approx. gross as of May 15th)  

$4200 net income                                      $2500 
(approx. net as of May 15th)50  

I f you do not intend to sell any more tickets, now is 
the time to turn in your money and ticket stubs. If 
you have unsold tickets that you do not intend to 
sell, please return them at the J une meeting.  If 
you have unsold tickets and/or need more because 
you know you will have opportunit ies to sell 
them in J une and J uly, that is fine.  In J uly we 
will be making calls to each member with out-
standing t ickets. So let us know your intent ions 
before that .  You can call me any t ime to arrange 
to turn in your money, stubs, etc. Thanks.  I t 
takes all of us to make this a success.  

Janet Fesler, Opportunity Quilt Raffle Chair  

Membership  

This is one of my last tasks for the membership 
committee as I pass the reins to Pat Reeves who 
will be taking over membership for the next guild 
year.  J udy DeGraff, J oyce Turner, and Edith 
Harmer will continue helping her at meetings and 
preparing things for the newslet ter (for those of 
you who don t know, the membership commit tee 
is responsible for the events calendar in the news-
let ter which Edith Harmer has done for two 
years now).  Many thanks to J udy and J oyce for 
the great job that they did with membership .it 
really made my job so much easier!  Membership 
is responsible for many things that may not be 
obvious to you, so please help support Pat in her 
new role.  

J udy and J oyce will be drawing the lucky winner 
of a free membership for the next guild year at 
the J une potluck meeting.  I hope that if you   
referred a new member this year, you have filled 
out your referral card.  

Last but not least , enclosed in this newslet ter is 
your annual membership renewal form.  Please 
help Pat out by renewing your membership as 
early as possible.  That will give her some t ime 
over the summer to get used to things; and as a 
bonus, your membership card will be ready at the 
September meeting.  

Thanks for let t ing me do this for the last four 
years.  For someone who is the world s worst with 
names and faces, it was a great way to get to 
know some of you!  

Cheryl Pekar 



 

Happy Birthday 
June  

 02 Jennifer Kaufholz  
05 Gail Hamilton  
08 Donna Parker  
09 Marilyn Hagar  
09 Lee Miller  
10 Arlene C. Britt  
10 Denise Witte  
12 Yvonne Jolley  
16 Mary Ann Spencer  
17 Belinda Chairez  
20 Joan Venti  
21 Melva Duclo 

Library   

The following members have these books due in 
June:   

Gail Hamilton 
Borders and Bindings   

Jeannie Buere 
That Perfect Stitch   

Pamela Goodwin 
Basic Guide To Rotary Cut Quilts   

Yvonne Jolly 
Quilts Through The Seasons   

Katie Coventry 
The Quilters Apprentice   

Lo Ren Justice 
The Master Quilter   

Sherrill Adams 
Big Book of Quick Rotary Cutter Quilts   

The following members have these books due 
along with $1.00 fine per title:   

Chris Miller 
Wildflowers 
Garden Party, Applique Quilts That Bloom   

Sue Tousley 
Quilting Patterns From Native American Design 
Stained Glass Quilts Made Easy   

Bev Hood 
My Mother's Quilt Designs From the Thirties   

Pat Reeves 
French Braid Quilts 
Round Robin    

The following members have these books due 
along with a $2.00 fine per title:   

  
Stephanie Schultz 
Everyday Embellishments 
Design Essentials   

Haline Sundet 
New Directions in Chenille   

J ust a reminder that ALL books must be turned 
in at the J une meeting.

  

If you can't at tend, 
please arrange to have the books turned in by an-
other member; or drop them off at Ocean Wave 
Quilts or Scott ie Dog Quilts, and I can pick them 
up there.  

Thank you,   

Susie Freese 



  
TOY Boats, TOY Boats! 

REQG Block of the Month June 07       

Cutting instructions:                                                                            Size 8 1/2 x 11 1/2 unfinished 
From light blue (sky)  

cut (1)  3 1/2 x 8 rectangle 
cut (1)  5 x 8 rectangle 

From dark fabric (pole) cut (1) 1 x 8 rectangle 
From a bright print (flag) cut (1)  2 1/2 square 
From white (sail) cut (1) 5 square 
From red (boat) cut (1) 2 x7 rectangle 
From blue (water)  

cut (1) 2 x 8 1/2 rectangle 
cut (1) 2 1/2 x 8 1/2 rectangle 
******************************  

1. Fold bright flag sq and white sail into prairie points (fold diagonally both directions)  
2. Position sail prairie point 1/2 from bottom of 5x8 rectangle (right, long edge) 
3. Position flag  prairie point 1/2 from top of 5x8 rectangle they will overlap pin at 

points to hold in place 
4. Sew dark pole to long edge of 3 1/2 x 8 rectangle with 1/4 seam 
5. Sew above unit to prairie point unit-joining the pole to the sail/flag press both seams toward pole 
6. Zigzag one long edge of red rectangle then fold corner of that edge back to meet top edge both 

sides...pin  
Press...this will form the boat shape (it will not be sewn at the diagonal edges)   

7. Center boat shape over the 2 x 8 1/2 water piece, pin. 
8. Sew this section to the bottom of the pole/sail unit. 
9. Sew the additional water (2 1/2 x 8 1/2 ) to the bottom of the boat. 
10. Press both seams toward the boat piece.     

You should now have a boat block with dimensional features of loose prairie points and floating boat ends.                 
P.Durbin   04/07  

1/4 seams are important! - use care so the blocks 
will be the same size for the lucky winner. 

= 
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10% Discount to  
Guild Members   

Boyd Sewing and Vacuum  

Fortuna Fabrics and Crafts  

Hancock Fabrics  

15% Sew & Vac Plus 

 

Reminder  

No  
Board 

Meeting 
In  

June 



 


